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Author Identifications 
 
 
 
Susan Bissett (M.A., Central Michigan University) is 
the Assistant Director of Student Life at the University 
of Charleston where she continues her research inter-
ests in student leadership. 
 
Nancy L. Buerkel-Rothfuss (Ph.D., Michigan State 
University) is Professor of Communication at Central 
Michigan University. She has authored numerous book 
chapters and journal articles on family communication. 
She also pioneered the well-known graduate teaching 
assistant training program at Central Michigan Univer-
sity. 
 
Christy L. Carson is a student in the Department of 
Communication at Illinois State University. Her 
research interests include organizational and interper-
sonal communication. 
 
Tamara Golish (M.A., North Dakota State University) 
is completing her Ph.D. at the University of Nebraska 
and is an Assistant Professor at Luther College. Her 
research interests include the basic communication 
course, interpersonal communication, and intercultural 
communication. 
 
Mark A. Gring (Ph.D., The Ohio State University) is a 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Communication at 
Southwestern University, Georgetown, Texas.  He is the 
former Director of the Fundamentals of Public Speaking 
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at Mississippi State University. His research interests 
include the application of rhetorical theory to public 
speaking pedagogy and the rhetorical analysis of Latin 
American religious discourse that advocates revolution. 
 
Jennifer M. Heisler (M.A., Central Michigan Univer-
sity) is currently a doctoral student at Michigan State 
University where she is the Basic Course Coordinator. 
 
Katherine G. Hendrix (Ph.D., University of Washing-
ton) is an Assistant Professor at the University of 
Memphis where she has served as the Director of the 
Basic Course for the past four years. Her professional 
experience included community college teaching and 
administration as well as university teaching. The 
socialization process for graduate teaching assistants 
and professor credibility are her primary research inter-
ests. 
 
Karla J. Huffman is an instructor in the Department 
of Communication at Illinois State University where she 
teaches the basic course and serves as an administrator 
of the speech lab. Her research interests include the 
mass media’s portrayal of A.I.D.S. 
 
Jera W. Littlejohn (D.B.A. in Management, Missis-
sippi State University) is an Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Communication at Mississippi State 
University. Her interests are in team building and small 
group communication, business communication, and 
writing development. She recently applied these inter-
ests as a faculty leader for the Women As Leaders Semi-
nar at the Washington Center, Washington, D.C. 
 
Deanna Sellnow (Ph.D., University of North Dakota) 
is an Associate Professor of Communication at North 
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Dakota State University. She is Director of the Public 
Speaking Fundamentals Program, and teaches courses 
in college pedagogy, rhetoric, and popular culture. Her 
research interests include the basic communication 
course, communication pedagogy, gender, and the 
rhetorical processes of music. 
 
Cheri J. Simonds (Ph.D., University of Oklahoma) is 
an Assistant Professor and Director of the Basic Course 
at Illinois State University. She has co-authored a book 
on classroom communication and has published articles 
on teacher clarity and challenge behavior in the college 
classroom. Her major research interests include issues 
related to the basic course and instructional communi-
cation. 
 
B. Scott Titsworth (M.A., Southwest Missouri State 
University) is currently a Ph.D. candidate and Associate 
Basic Course Director at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. 
 
David W. Worley (Ph.D., Southern Illinois University) 
is an Assistant Professor of Communication at Indiana 
State where he serves as the Director of the Basic 
Course. 
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